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republic, if you can lzeep it.

“ . if you can 12eep it.” Who is the “you?” How can
it be kept? Perhaps part of the answer is found within

the Declaration of Independence, “with a firm reliance

on the protection of Divine Providence.”

“The steps of a good man are ordered Ly the LORD: and he c].elighteth in his way.”
(See Psalm 37:23).
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“Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou

goest; and how can we know the way?”
“Seeck and ye shall find.” A map has been written.

Be advised, twelve men turned the world upside down.
“‘And one of you shall chase a thousand.”

The Psalter, the hymn book of heaven, is designed to
connect emotion with intellect. Carefu”y and cautiously,

a calloused and scarred hand thumbs to the 137th psalm,

a 1yric of lament.

“By the rivers U][ Balyylon, there we sat c]uwn, yea,
we wept, when we remembered Zion. We hanged our
harps upon the willows in the midst thereof.”

-Psalm 137:1-2

Minor chords in the sound of a (].irge. From the secret
parts of a man springs forth sadness, enough for a
physical reaction...moistened eyes. The spring issues
further, to tears fa]ling, carving grooves upon the clirty
face of flint. We sat down and just wept. Grown men
scarcely cry, but at the thought of the homelancl, iron
restraints give way, and the ﬂooclgates burst.

“For there tl1cy that carried us away captive requirccl
ofus a song; and th,ey that wasted us require(l of

. . (Y F7e.
us mirth, saying, Oing us one oft]w songs oflmn.

How s.lul// we sing the LoRrRD’s song in a strange land.”

-Psalm 137:3-4

The Lord’s musicians survived the Bal)ylonian axe, but
were taken captive. They were asked to per£orm, but the

Lord’s true Levites do not perform, they partalze and lead
worship towards the most High. As part of their response

tlley make a few peculiar statements.

“1][[ forget t/we, O ]erusa/em, lot my rl'g]ﬁ hand
forqct her cunning. [][lclo not remember t/we let
my tongue cleave to the roofofml/ moutlL ][I pre (,fcr
not Jer -usalem above my Cl”ll(,][]Ol/ -Psalm 137:5-0

In the U.S. there is a saying, for some it is cliche. . .9/11
“Never Forget.” But it will fade, and more and more will
£orget. Time heals the wounds to scars, and over time scars
fade. The psalmist makes a severe statement if forgetfulness
sets into “let my right hand forget her cunning,” let my
hand forget its skill. To escalate the severity he prefers the
suffering death of dehydration, “let my tongue cleave to the
roof of my mouth.” Why does he care? He is a zealot, he is
a patriot, he is a man of God and country, but many leave
the homeland and reside elsewhere. Why does he care?
Wlly do others not care? Why do men give up their careers
and livelihoo&s, families, and {rien(ls, for the care of the
Lord and the Lord’s work, and others care not? This is a
mystery, and this is at hand in the prophecy.

Daniel is the seasoned man in his eighties. He is wealthy,
he has acquired more wealth than he needs. He has been
head of state tllrough two glolna] superpowers, through
several administrations. He has prestige, he has power, he
has everything, yet he sets his face toward ]erusalem and
openly prays, &espite the royal edict malzing ita capital
crime punishable by death.
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“Anc[[prayeol unto the LORD my Gool, and made my
confession, and said, O Lord, the great and a’reaa’ﬁa/
Goa[, Ieeeping the covenant and mercy to them that
love him, and to them that keep his commandments;
We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and
have done wic]eed/y, and have rebelled, even [Jy
oleparting from tlty precepts andfrom tlzy ]'ua]gments:
Neither have we hearkened unto tlzy servants the
prophets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our
princes, and our fatlzers, and to all the peop]e oftlze
land. O Lora[, rigltteousness Lelong’eth unto tl*zee,
but unto us confusion of faces, as at this alay; to the
men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and unto all Israe/, that are near, and that are far
0]6{ t/qrouglt all the countries whither thou hast
driven them, because of their trespass that they have
trespassed against thee. O Lora[, to us })elong’eth
confusion o][)[ace, to our kings, to our princes, and to
our fathers, because we have sinned against thee. To
the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses,
t]fzouglz we have rebelled against lzim; Neither have
we olyeyeal the voice o][ the LORD our Goa], to walk

in his laws, which he set Lefore us by his servants

the propltets. Yea, all Israel have transgressed tlzy
law, even l)y aleparting, that tlfley miglzt not ol)ey tlzy
voice; tlzerefore the curse is pourea] upon us, and the
oath that is written in the law of[\{loses the servant
of God, because we have sinned against him. And he
hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us,
and against our judges that judged us, by bringing
upon us a great evil: ][or under the whole heaven hath
not been done as hath been done upon ]erusa/em. As
it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come
upon us: yet made we not our prayer laefore the LORD
our Goa[, that we mi‘g/qi turn from our miquities,

and understand tlzy truth. Tlterefore hath the Lorp
watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for
the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which
he oloetlz:][or we olveyed not his voice. And now, O
Lord our Goal, that hast l)rougltt tlzy peop/e fortk out
of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast
gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have sinnea],
we have done wicleec”y. O Lord, accora[ing to all tlzy
rig]fzteousness, I beseech t]qee, let thine anger and tlzy
fury be turned away ][rom tlzy city ]erusa/em, tlzy lzoly
mountain: because ][or our sins, andfor the iniquities
ofour fatlzers, ]erusa/em and tlzy peop/e are become
a reproacla to all that are about us. Now therefore,

\\Daniel Series, Twelve: A Republic, If You Can Keep It

O our Goc[, hear the prayer oftlzy servant, and his
supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy
sanctuary that is alesolate, ][or the Lord’s sake. O my
God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and
behold our desolations, and the city which is called
[Jy tlzy name: for we do not present our supp/ications
laefore thee for our riglateousnesses, but for flty great
mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord,
hearken and a[o; ole][er not, for thine own sake, O my
God: for tlzy cty and t/ay peop/e are called l)y tlzy
name.” -Daniel 0:4-10

Daniel aclenowleclges their sin, and that they deserve
what they get. But he prays for ]erusalem. He does not
live in ]erusalem but at Shushan, the palace. He is an
aristocrat in the Persian Empire but he is concerned for

the homeland.

Notice, two speci{-ics are addressed in his prayer. “All Tsrael
have transgressecl thy law...therefore the curse is poured
upon us, and the oath that is written in the Law of Moses.”

Be advised, Daniel was taken captive as a young })oy, yet
the importance of the lznowledge of the Word of God,
instilled in him by his mother and father blossoms. The
prophet has had scrolls delivered to him. As he studies
the Mosaic Law he finds a Llistering fact, the very statute
located in Deuteronomy c]'lapter 28 that was Lrolzen,
along with the penalty, the curse. “The Lord shall Lring a
nation against thee...A nation of fierce countenance. ..
And he shall })esiege thee...And thou shalt eat the fruit
of thine own body.” And his study of the scriptures

widens:

“In the ][irst year ofDarius the son o][Alaasuerus, of
the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the
realm of the C]fzala[eans; In the ﬂrst year oflu's reign I
Daniel understood [)y books the number oftlze years,
wlzereoftlte word oftlze LORD came to ]eremialz the

proplzet, that he would accomp/is]a seventy years in
the desolations of Jerusalem.” -Daniel 9:1-2

Wise men have a dawning moment. That the word of God
is The Word of God. As when one who is reading the
Bible, thinlzing he is 1oolzing at Jesus, and you realize. ..
He is looking at you. That which is “quick, and powerful,
sharper than any two—e(lge(l sword,” it is “quicle,” it is alive.
So Daniel sends for the scroll of the prophet ]eremiah
and searches with all zeal.

“And it came to pass in the fourtlt year of]e/ftoialeim

the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came
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unto ]eremialfl from the LORD, saying, Take thee a
roll ofa Loo]e, and write therein all the words that I
have spo]een unto thee against Israel, and against
]uc[alfz, and against all the nations, from the alay 1

spake unto tlzee, from the Jays of fosialz, even unto
this ¢7lay. g ‘]eremiall 30:1-2

This is new material for Daniel. He was carried away
captive at a young age while ]eremia}l was preaching. He
lilzely was sheltered lny his parents of the rampant sin and
the corruption of government, but as he reads it dawns on

him...

Oh my God, this is what happenecl. And it happenecl

to me. Immeclia’cely the flashbacks })egin. People were
starving, screaming, crying, eating their own young, as the
Babylonians came on a rampage, slaugl'ltering with the
axe; a scene of grotesque terror, violence and horror. And
as he reads, it dawns...Oh my God, God was giving us

another chance.

“It may be that the house of]uolah will hear all
the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they
may return every man ][rom his evil way; that [ may

J[orgive their miquity and their sin.” ']eremialt 30:3

We could have survived. If we would have just repented,
we would have lived. Rigllt up until the end, God was

1ooleing to forgive.

“Then ]eremialz called Baruch the son ofl\Terialq:
and Baruch wrote ][rom the mouth of]eremial1 all the
words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him,
upon a roll ofa book. Ana]]eremfalz commanded
Barucli, saying, I am shut up; I cannot go into the
house offlae LORD: T]1erefore go t]wu, and read in
the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the
words of the LORD in the ears of the people in the
LorD’s house upon the fasting day: and also thou
shalt read them in the cars ofa//]uo]alz that come
out of their cities. It may be they will present their
supplication l)efore the LorD, and will return every
one from his evil way: J[or great is the anger and the
][ury that the LORD hath pronouncea[ against this
people.” -Jeremiah 30:4-7

The proplle’c was “shut up” under arrest 1)y the government
for telling the truth. “Principalities and powers, spiritual
wickedness in high places," for they are in the crosshairs
alway. So he commands his assistant to proclaim the
Word of God to the peop]e, and to repent. But he must go
up the governmental ladder. He must confront the ranks.
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To “Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court.” Then to the
king’s house where “all the princes sat,” and declared the
Word of God.

“Now it came to pass, when tl1ey had heard all the
wora[s, tlwy were afraic[ both one and otlzer, and said
unto Baruclz, We will sarely tell the Ling o][a// these
words.” ‘]eren1ia]1 30:10

Whether in fear or in anger, the word of God causes men
to tremble.

“And tlzey went in to the ]eing into the court, but t]wy
laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe,
and told all the words in the ears of the king. So the
]eing sent ]elludi to ][thl”l the roll: and he took it out
ofE/islmma the scribe’s chamber. Ana[]e]audi read
it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the
princes which stood beside the king. Now the king
sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there
was a fire on the hearth laurning Lefore him. And it
came to pass, that when ]elmcli had read three or
][our leaves, he cut it with the penlenife, and cast it
into the fire that was on the ]fteartld, until all the roll

was consumed in the ﬁre that was on the hearth.”

-Jeremiah 30:20-23

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not
pass away.” -Jesus Christ. Despite the wickedness of the
king, God has Baruch pen another copy. But the axe will
fall.

Be advised, God is not mocked. In the country of the
red, the white, and the blue, the gospel is proclaimed and
it’s still received })y the commoners. But as in the clays of
]eremiah, up the ranks of government is the test, for the
people that sit in Moses’ seat are held to the standard.
“Unto him that much is given, more shall be required.”
It was the Sanhedrin that chose the destruction upon
Israel in 70 AD for the rejection of the offer I)y Stephen
the deacon. (See Acts 7.) It will require repentance
on Capitol Hill and the White House along with the
common citizenry or another axe will fall. America has
existed a little over 200 years, but may have turned a
deaf ear. “He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear.”
“leerefore thus saith the LORD of ]’lOStS; Because ye
have not heard my words, Behold, I will send and
take all the families of the north, saith the LorD, and
Nebuchadrezzar the king ofBal)y/on, my servant,
and will bring them against this land, and against

the inhabitants f]aereof; and against all these nations
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round about, and will utter/y olestroy tlwm, and make
them an astonishment, and an lﬂ'ssing, and perpetua/
desolations. Moreover I will take ][rom them the

voice ofmirth, and the voice ofg/aalness, the voice

of the l?rfclegroom, and the voice of the bride, the
sound oft[w mi”sfones, and the /fglﬁ 0)[ the candle.
And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an
astonislament; and these nations shall serve the Iefng

ofBal)y/on seventy years. 7 ']eremialq 25:8-11

“I will take from them the voice of mirth,” very much
sounds like the Psalmist, Ly the rivers of Bal)ylon.
As Daniel reads. . .again “that’s me, that is us.” So the
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Psalmist, “let my right hand {orget her cunning,” “let my
tongue cleave unto the roof of my mouth," and Daniel

hits his knees in prayer clespite a death sentence.

It is not he who believes the word of God, or he who
cares. But it is he who believes and cares.. .enough to defy
the system.

“A republic, if you can keep it.” -Ben Franklin

“With a firm reliance on the Protection of Divine
Proviclence, we mutuaﬂy pleclge to each other our Lives,
our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”

-Declaration of Indepenclence
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